Abstract: James Dinn (Worcester City HER)

Buildings Recording: HERs and their links with Conservation Officers  

Worcester City has happily had the opportunity, though the Urban Archaeological Strategy programme, to create a record from scratch employing the MIDAS events/monuments/archive tripod. OS based material has been integrated into the record from the start. Now however, the database has been expanded beyond the scope of traditional SMRs in that it includes modern buildings. 

A recent initiative has ensured that all listed and locally listed buildings have an HER record on the Worcester database (albeit in some cases a fairly brief one). On the basis of this information it is now possible to provide statistics relating to the proportion of sites within the record which involve buildings. In total this amounts to 40% of all monuments and 20% of events. Further to this, per annum 10% of the listed buildings in the city are subject to activity requiring listed building consent. The numbers involved can thus be seen to be quite significant, and this activity also provides an opportunity to start to develop a comprehensive record of Worcester’s buildings.        

Within the authority Conservation Officers and the HER are in separate departments but are in regular contact with one another. A common agenda on recording and information has been developed built upon three main documents: 

· Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment: Policies and guidance, English Heritage (2008)  
· Informed Conservation: Understanding historic buildings and their landscapes for conservation, English Heritage (2001)
· Understanding Historic Buildings: Policy and guidance for local planning authorities, English Heritage (2008)
(The latter has proved to be a particularly useful guide). 
