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HER meeting Huntingdon 9th July 2009 – Abstract of presentation
The RCAHMS has recently undertaken two surveys on Islands in Scotland.  One is very close to Edinburgh the other is situated in the Atlantic Ocean nearly 50 miles west of South Uist.
In February RCAHMS surveyed the military remains on Inchkeith in the Firth of Forth during February 2009.  Good fortune with the weather allowed photography on sites dating from the 16th century through to the Second World War.  Included in the survey were a  Royal crest of Mary Queen of Scots period, three 1880 stone built forts followed by a series of large calibre gun batteries dating to 1903, First World War reconstructions and Second World War modifications and additions.  The island was decommissioned in 1956.

In contrast, St Kilda has a very short military history with a single 6-pounder gun was installed in 1918 after the island had been shelled by a U-boat.    After this there was no military involvement until 1957 when the army built a base to monitor the rockets fired from the South Uist/Benbecula ranges.  This base was rebuilt and the radar modified in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  The survey by RCAHMS was completed during May 2009.
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