Recording 20th-century military sites in Essex
Essex, owing to its location close to the continent, its long coastline, and the low lying nature of the landscape, has a large, rich and varied defence heritage. This is particular the case for the 20th century, when the county played a very active role in both World Was.  Since the early 1990s, the County Council’s Historic Environment Branch has been recording this rich defence heritage, through a variety of survey projects. The paper will present the results from some of these projects, focussing in particular on World War Two defences.  Issues to be discussed will include the range of local sources available to the surveys and the types of funding that have been obtained. Finally, the paper will also explore some specific problems relating to the incorporation of this kind of information into Historic Environment Records. 
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